Henderson Mill Elementary School Welcome Wolf Trap Institute, Uniting the Arts and STEM in Early Childhood Learning.
During the first semester of the 2014-2015 school year, Henderson Mill Elementary School's Kindergarten classrooms have been fortunate to work with Master Puppeteer and Teaching Artist Claire Ritzler.  Through participatory theatre, Ms. Ritzler invites students in to participate in the performing arts while successfully weaving early math skills into her well-crafted lessons.  Weekly, Ms. Ritzler dedicates approximately one hour in each of our four kindergarten classrooms, leading instruction, modeling for teachers, and engaging students in acting and puppet construction.  Outside of instruction, Ms. Ritzler works alongside our teachers to help ensure that the Wolf Trap methodology continues well after the teaching artist leaves the classroom.  Together, the children, their teacher, and the teaching artist, go on a journey where literature becomes the road map, performance is the vehicle, and mathematics is the fuel that brings the group along their learning journey.  Henderson Mill Elementary School would like to thank Ms. Ritzler and the Alliance Theatre for their active participation in helping to grow our students and our teachers.  We would also like to thank Northup Grumman, our partner in education, for helping to bring Wolf Trap to our school.  For more information, please click the following links:  
http://www.ed.gov/oii-news/feature-wolf-trap-institute-unites-arts-and-stem-early-childhood-learning
http://www.wolftrap.org/Education/Institute_for_Early_Learning_Through_the_Arts.aspx
